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B-RITONS, 
| & 8:1 | 
FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN, 


T the time when the buſy ſpirits of faction 
are diſſeminating the ate of rebellion 
throughout the land, i 1s the duty of every 
chriſtian, and it is the du and intereſt I every 
loyal ſubject, to ſtand forth in the defence of his 
King, and his Country, and to contribute all 
that lies in his power towards the ſupport of 
Government and the peace of the Kingdom. 


With this view it is, that the writer of this 
addreſſes his fellow-coun :;—and it is 
with the hope and expectation that they will 
no longer remain deaf to the plain language of 
truth. When the fire approaches our dwell- 
ings, we mult either play the engine, or periſh 
in our flames: the latter we need not dread, if, 
and active, we do but cruſh the ts, 
while they only hiſs. —Let us not then, my 
friends, delay — let us inſtantly ad- 
vance, and deſtroy the fiend, ere it rears to 
IP it's internal young. — The greateſt —— 
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culty we ſhall find in diſcharging this duty ef- 
fectually will be, to diſtinguith between friends 
and foes ;. for many will greet us with a ſmile 
whoſe hearts are embittered with the poiſon of 
the aſp ;—and the moſt diſagreeable part of this 
duty will be, the detecting and dragging to 
juſtice thoſe with whom we may have been in 
the habits of acquaintance ; theſe, indeed, to 
the true lovers of chriſtianity and good neigh- 
bourhood, may be grating to the heart ;—but, 
my friends, when duty to our King and Coun- 
try, and even eee call aloud for 
our interference and exertion, we muſt ſacrifice 
all private intereſt at the altar of public good. 
Peace, unanimity, and friendſhip, among 
brethren of different ſects, is the doctrine of 
reaſon and religion, and what, beyond all doubt, 
ought to be cultivated throughout every town 
and village in the kingdom; but alas ! when 
this grand deſideratum is not to be had without 
the ſhipwreck of a good conſcience, without 
countenancing by our company the diſcontented 
and malicious, we muſt withdraw ourſelves 
from all intercourſe and ſociety with them ;— 
nay, we muſt do more, if they will not have 
peace, we muſt lift up againſt them the arm of 
juſtice. Here miſtake me not, my fellow-coun- 
trymen, I mean not, by lifting up the arm 
of juſtice, that you ſhould take upon your- 
ſelves the puniſhment of the diſcontented and 
rebellious; no, God forbid ! all that J mean is, 
that you ſhould be ready and active to aſſiſt the 
officers of juſtice; that you ſhould diſcover to 
them the haunts and retreats of traitors; —. 


. 

that you ſhould, upon all emergencies, be 
willing and prepared to quell all tumults and 
inſurrections; and to protect the perſons, the 
houſes, and the properties of all loyal, peace- 
able, and faithful ſubjefts.—Theſe are duties 

ou are now called upon to diſcharge; theſe are 
duties which both your religion and country 
bind cloſely upon your conſciences. —Eternal 
obligations to Almighty God, for having given 
you birth under fo excellent a goverment as that 
which your country, by his bleſſing, now en- 
Joys, demands from you every return of active 
gratitude.— Compare, my fellow-countrymen, 
your own peace and plenty with that miſerable 
ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, by which other 
nations are diſtracted; and then what muſt you 
think of thoſe men, who with to deprive you of 
of Jour preſent bleſſings of peace and F 
and plunge you headlong into all the miſeries of 
civil diſcord. ' NS 


. « - . 


Your country has enjoyed, for a century, a 
government, which, like a fond and careful 
parent, watches over the perſons, the proper- 
ties, and the religion of all it's ſubjects. A go- 
vernment which, with ſtrift impartiality, admi- 
niſters juſtice to the loweſt, as well as the higheſt 
ſubject in the land ;—which equally protects 
with it's ſword the cottage of the poor labourer, 
and the manſion of the rich citizen; which 
allows no man, let his wealth be ever ſo great, or 
his rank ever ſo high, to injure, with impunity, 
either in perſon or property, the meaneſt beggar in 


the land; which ſecures to the poor the due & 
| lawful 
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lawful wages of their labour ; and which affords 
to the induſtrious and ſober, when under the 
afflictions of diſeaſe or poverty, every relief and 
aſſiſtance that the calls of humanity and juſtice 
can lay claim to—Behold thoſe many noble edi- 
fices, which the rich and great, at their own 
expence, have built and endowed, ſolely for the 
uſe and benefit of their ſick and diſabled fellow- 
countrymen !—Theſe are the ſtanding monu- 
ments of a compaſſionate and liberal nobility 
and gentry! Theſe are the living pillars of the 
8 of our nation !—Behold again, my 
ellow-countrymen, how, under the foſtering 
hand of our excellent government, agriculture 
has flouriſhed, and the farmer has been bleſſed 
with affluence. —How trade has extended itſelf 
far and wide over the whole world, has enriched 
your country, has raiſed it's fervants. to. th 
higheſt honours in the ſtate, and has render 
the name of Great Britain dreaded and reſpected 
by the four quarters of the globe. | 


Theſe are the bleſſings we now enjoy; theſe 
are the bleſſings that foreign incendiaries, leagued 
with the internal enemies of our Church and 
State, are, with all their might, fow among 


to deprive us of. They wiſh to ſow amon 
ns the ſeeds of diſcord, that they may reap the 
harveſtof confuſion. They wiſh to throw down 
all government and order, that they may the 
more eaſily puſh themſelves into places of power 
and truſt : their aim is to dethrone our gracious 
Sovereign, whoſe reign has been characterized 
by every endeavour to promote the arts and ſci- 
| | ences 
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ences of his country; by every laudable exertion to 
atford relief to his poor & neceſſitous ſubjects ; & 
by his own private examples and public edicts, 
to invite his people to every due obſervance of 
morality and religion. The throne of this our 
10us Monarch they would level with the 
Fade of Republicaniſm, and plant upon it thoſe 
very weeds and thorns, which, under the tyrant 
uſurpation af Cromwell, choaked every flower 
in the land. —Oh ! my fellow-countrymen, how 
greatly did your anceſtors rejoice, when the Al- 
mighty, having ſatisfied his juſt vengeance upon 
a Fam! land, was pleaſed to iſſue forth his ir- 
reſiſtible fiat, and to order light to ſpring forth 
from darkneſs, order from confuſion, and ſub- 
ordination from the jumbled atoms of Chaos, 
Equality.— Republicans and Levellers are now 
ractiſing upon you, my friends, almoſt the very 
5 devices by which your anceſtors were, in 
former days, moſt unhappily deluded. They 
tell you that you have not Liberty, and yet 
ſadly convince us that they have Libeny from 
their free choice of evil. They tell you all men 
ought to live upon an Equality, and fo give the 
lie to God, who has declared that all men ſhall 
dependent one upon another, and hasenforced 
pe his goſpel the precept of obedience to the 
higher powers, as a chriſtian duty, the breach 
0 hich you mult anſwer for hereafter at his 


tribunal.—Beware then, my fellow-countrymen, 
and let not theſe ublicans and Levellers 
plunge you into all the miſeries of deſolation 
and, civil war! Be not ſo ſimple, ſo credulous, 
as to be led away from your duty, and from 


your 
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your intereſt, by any of the ſecret wiles and in- 
ſinuations of theſe evil-deſigning men.—With 
a jealous eye mark thoſe perſons who eſpouſe 
the writings of Payne, that prince of villains, 
that choice ſpirit of the devil. Whoſoever puts 
his book into your hand. He is your enemy; 
ſhun him as you would the baſking ſnake.—Be 
firm, my countrymen, be firm and unanimous, 


and prove yourſelves worthy of 'the name of 


Engliſhmen and Chriſtians !—Make a proper 
return to Almighty God for all the invaluable 
privileges and bleſſings you now enjoy, by 


- coming forward openly and manfully in the de- 


fence of your Church and Government, in the 
defence of your King and Country, m the de- 
fence of your trade, arts, and manufactures, 
and, in a word, in the defence of your lives and 
properties. — All theſe are now aimed at by 
French incendiaries, by the partizans of Payne, 
that ſcourge of mankind.— If, my countrymen, 
your King and Country call you forth to aſſiſt 
them in repelling the hoſtile attacks, or re- 
venging the inſidious inſults offered to our 
nation by a foreign enemy, or in cruſhing in- 
ward rebellion, ſtand forth with cheerfulneſs and 
vigour, and make your enemies tremble, who 
hitherto, through'your leniency and ſupineneſs 
have dared openly to abuſe all that Engliſhmen 
ought to hold dear, and have even, in defiance 
of the laws of the land, aſſociated together for 
the avowed purpoſe of deſtroying that Conſti · 
tution, which has ſtood the teſt of a century, 
and which ſtill would increaſe the glory and 
happineſs of Great Britain, was it not * 
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ally expoſed to the rage and malice of it's own 
rebellious ſubjects. To uphold and ſupport 
then this noble fabric of our anceſtors, all ranks 
of citizens are invited, by the true love they 
bear their King and Country; and if any thing 
more forcible can prevail with each and every 
Chriſtian, it is the cries of humanity and juſtice, 
which dread. the bloody. and rapacious arms of 
ſavage rebellion.Cauſe then, my countrymen, 
the Britiſh Lion to ſhake her mane, and all the 
foreign foes of Great Britain will tremble, and 
all her in- bred traitors, robbers and murderers 
will, in a moment, hide their ſnaky heads. 


Arouſe then, Britons, and fly to the poſts of 
danger and of honour---Delay not a moment to 
deſtroy all inflammatory pamphlets, to diſcoun- 
tenance all ſeditious harangues, and to expel 
from your company all thoſe who dare to ſpeak 
evil of your King, you Church, your Laws, 
and your Liberty.---If you do but act thus, no 
dangers need you fear, the dark clouds of horror 
will be diſperſed, and Great Britain, through 
the loyal and manly conduct of her ſons, will 

again ſhine . forth in all her wonted luſtre. 


In order then, my countrymen, that you 
may effectually diſcharge the duties I have 
all along adviſed, and earneſtly exhorted 
you to, let me recommend to you the following 
methods, already practiſed by our loyal and 


peaceable brethren in the city of London, 
iſt. To 


Y 
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- 0": To form aſſociations in every Market- 
| Town, in order to afliſt the civil magiſtrates. 


| 2d. To offer rewards for diſcovering all ſe- 
| ditious people. 


zd. To be ready and willing to aſſiſt with 
| your money, and your perſons, the councils and 
| armies of your King and Country, 
( 


And 4th. To admoniſh all people of their 
| danger, and to invite them to maintain peace 
| and quiet m their 18 I — and * 
3 bourhoods. 


That Almighty God may bleſs all dur Baked 
| endeavours to bring the diſobedient back to their 
| duty; and that, under the all-ſaving r of 


his wings, our country 
blood and rapine, are the Te prone prayers yr 
Ly withes of, 


The public moſt devoted ſervant, 
Im. 4. Fancuurt. 


